Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

Sabbath January 14, 2017
“If You Love Me” 
A Power Point Presentation
The title of today’s sermon is: “If you love Me.” 
Before we begin, let us pray …
“If you love Me.” Who said this? Jesus. 

Now, finish the scripture: “Keep My Commandments.” Where do we find that scripture? John 14:15
There are three things I want to establish with this sermon today. 
#1. Who Jesus really is;
#2. By what authority He can ask us to keep His commandments; and 
#3. What does it mean to keep His Commandments?
Let’s now explore the first reality as to Who Jesus really is. No one puts it more eloquently than the disciple John in 
John 1:1-3 and verse 14. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…” 
This scripture makes it very clear that: Jesus is the Word and the Word was God.
We just read in John 1:3 “All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made.” This scripture makes it very clear that 
Jesus is the Creator.
In addition to John 1:3, I am going to give you 11 more proof texts that Jesus is the Creator. You may want to write them down: 1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:13-16; Hebrews 1:2; Ephesians 3:9; Hebrews 11:3; Revelation 3:14; and in the Old Testament Isaiah 43:7, 11; Isaiah 44:24; Isaiah 45:12, 18, 21, 22; Psalms 33:6-9; and Nehemiah 9:6.
Psalm 100:3 says, “Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; …”
In Job 31:15 we read, “Did not he that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb?” 
David said in Psalm 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork.”  Let us look therefore to the heavens and gain a better understanding of Jesus, Who is God, Who is our Creator; and then let us gain a better understanding of big He is and how little we really are.
Here in this slide you see 5 planets in our solar system as they relate to the size of the Earth. All 4 are smaller. Mars and Venus are the two closest to Earth. Mercury is closest to the sun and Pluto the furthest from the Earth.
Now look at the size of Earth compared to the 4 planets that are larger than the Earth. Neptune, Uranus, Saturn and Jupiter. And we are but a tiny speck on this little planet Earth.
Now let us compare the size of Earth to the Sun. It is said that you can put one million Earths into the area of the Sun and still there would be room for more. We’re getting pretty small aren’t we? The sun is approx. 93 million miles from the Earth. Would you say the Sun is quite large? Let’s go further into space and see how large the Sun is. 
Here are three stars that are much bigger than our sun, Sirius, Pollux and Arcturus. Look at the size of Arcturus compared to our sun. For those who cannot see the slide, the sun would be about the size of a marble while Arcturus would be the size of a basketball. Would you say, looking at our sun, that we here on Earth are quite small? Let’s look even further as we try to find a star bigger than Arcturus.
Now look how small Arcturus is in comparison to these 4 stars that are much bigger, Rigel, Aldebaran. Betelgeuse and Antares. Our Sun is barely visible in comparison. Look how big Betelgeuse is and how much bigger Antares is. Arcturus would be about the size of a marble while Antares would be the size of a basketball. How big is Earth in comparison when in this slide our sun looks like a tiny speck; how big are we now? And Jesus our Creator made it all.
The Hubble Telescope has scanned the heavens and found many galaxies out there but let’s look at our own galaxy, the Milky Way.
Scientists and astronomers tell us that the Milky Way is a Spiral Galaxy. Our sun and solar system are a small part of it. Most of the stars that we can see, are in the Milky Way Galaxy. The main plane of the Milky Way looks like a faint band of white in the night sky. The Milky Way is about 100,000 light-years in diameter. What is a light year? 
Now try to wrap your mind around this if you can. Light travels at the speed of 186,282 miles per second. Therefore one light year, or the distance it takes light to travel in one year equals 5 trillion, 878 billion, 625 million, 373 thousand, 183.61 miles. And That’s just one light year!
The Milky Way is about 100,000 light-years in diameter. The major arms of the Milky Way galaxy are the Perseus Arm, Sagittarius Arm, Centaurus Arm, and Cygnus Arm; our Solar System is in a minor arm called the Orion Spur. The Earth is about 26,000 light-years from the center of the Milky Way Galaxy. Some believe that God’s kingdom may be at the center of the Milky Way Galaxy. Seeing the vastness of space, it makes us all appear to be quite small wouldn’t you say?
And the Milky Way galaxy is 1,000 light years thick. And Jesus made it all. But listen to this, there are multiplied billions of galaxies in space. I am going to go quickly through some slides of galaxies that the Hubble telescope has found.  
This they call the Dancing Galaxies. (I am sorry for those reading this that you cannot see these extraordinary pictures)
These galaxies appear to be colliding.
This thin galaxy is labeled 80129.

The Andromeda galaxy is 2,300,000 light years from Earth. 

This is called the Cat’s Eye Nebula.
This one is called the Cosmic bird. 
(The next 3 slides have not been given identification)

Looks like purple dust in this galaxy.

Here is another spiral galaxy.

This galaxy looks like a flying saucer.
This galaxy is called Spitzer.

Here are a couple of Interacting Galaxies.
These two galaxies appear to be interacting as well.

This appears to be a gigantic eye in the sky. It has been labeled 070212.

These Galaxies are merging.

This is galaxy NGC-520

These are called the Antennae Galaxies.

This galaxy appears as if it is on fire and the flames and smoke rise billions of miles into space in both directions.

This is called the Dwarf Galaxy NGC1569.

Somewhere back in eternity Jesus designed these extraordinary galaxies with an oriental flare. 

Scientist have labeled this 1aa0c1galaxies. Mind boggling pictures.

This galaxy is the furthest out that the Hubbel telescope has been able to reach; it is about 12-13 billion light years from Earth. It has been labeled 3C273grb.

We have answered question #1. Who Jesus really is? He is God and He is Creator. We have indirectly answered question #2. By what authority can He ask us to keep His commandments? The answer of course is  By virtue of the fact that He is our Creator.  And notice that a loving God created us with the right to refuse to obey Him.
Now let’s look at question #3. What does it mean to keep His Commandments? Does it mean that we are to keep every command that has been given in the Bible? The answer of course would be NO. What commands of God would be exclusions for us in 2016?

Commands given to specific people that no longer have application, such as Genesis 2:16, 17 where Adam and Eve were commanded not to eat of the forbidden tree
Or the command given to Noah, to build an ark in Genesis 6:13-16.

Also all laws pertaining to ceremony and sacrifice that were shadows or types that have been fulfilled in Jesus, or are being fulfilled in Jesus such as the anti-typical Day of Atonement that has been in process since October 22, 1844. And that which Jesus is yet to fulfill at His second coming, the anti-typcal Feast of Ingathering when the angels shall gather the elect of all the ages. 
Colossians 2:14 states, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;” This in no way applies to God’s Ten Commandments and applies only to the specific ordnances in the Law of Moses.
Colossians 2:16 says, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:” It is very important to understand that this verse has nothing to do with the 4th commandment Sabbath. It is plural, sabbath  days, and applies to the 7 annual Sabbaths found in Leviticus 23, which are as follows:

#1 - Feast of Passover verse 5. Jesus fulfilled Passover for He was the Passover Lamb slain on that Friday. 
#2 - Feast of Unleavened Bread verse 6. Jesus fulfilled as He laid in the tomb that Sabbath, never having sinned.

#3 - Feast of First Fruits or Wave Sheaf verses 10-14. Jesus fulfilled as the wave sheaf represented the resurrection.
#4 - Feast of Weeks or Pentecost verses 15-22. Fulfilled 50 days after the wave sheaf (resurrection) when Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be poured out on the disciples. There are those who say because the resurrection and Pentecost happened on Sunday, that is enough for the change. But God says in Malachi 3:6 “For I am the LORD, I change not;” 
#5 - Feast of Trumpets or what the Jews call today Rosh Hashanah, verses 23-25. This was fulfilled as the antitypical feast of trumpets represented by a period from 1833 to 1844 announcing the coming anti-typical Day of Atonement.

#6 - Day of Atonement verses 26-32. This was fulfilled by Jesus on October 22nd 1844 when Jesus entered the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary and commenced the anti-typical Day of Atonement. We have been in this investigative judgment period for 172 years.
#7 - Feast of Tabernacles or Ingathering, verses 33-43. The last remaining feast day that Jesus will fulfill at His glorious second coming when His angels will spread out over the earth to gather in the saved of all ages. 

Now let’s read Colossians 2, verse 16 once again, “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:” And then read verse 17 which puts it all into perspective. 
“Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.” The shadow is not the substance, it is merely a type. These shadows we discussed met the Substance in Jesus. The feast days were the shadows that pointed to Jesus who is the Substance. It could not possibly be referring to the 4th Commandment for that commandment points back to creation. Does the Spirit of Prophecy confirm the feast days as having ended? She wrote:
“Christ was standing at the point of transition between two economies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself as a sin offering, that He would thus bring to an end the system of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass away forever. The service which Christ established (communion) was to be observed by His followers in all lands and through all ages.  {DA 652.2} This is clear and unmistakable. We need not get caught up in the feast days.
Now let’s look again at question #3. What does it mean to keep His Commandments? We discussed some of God’s commands that we are not to keep, such as one given to Adam and Eve before the fall, one given to Noah and some found in the Law of Moses pertaining to ceremony and sacrificial offerings. What are some of the Old Testament commands of God, in addition to the Ten Commandments,  that we are still to keep?     Here are just a few: 
The Dietary Laws regarding clean and unclean meats if we have not chosen to eat a plant based diet. – Leviticus 11 & Deuteronomy 14; 
The Health Laws as they pertain to personal hygiene and sanitation principles; 
The Financial Laws – Tithing, giving offerings, lending money and paying debts. And there are many more commands such as not printing the body (tattooing), not piercing the body as many do today. Also that we are not to wear ornaments which calls attention to self. We also have been commanded not to be involved in spiritualism.
Everything about God has a foundation in love. What other commands do we find in the New Testament?
“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;”  Matthew 5:44 
This command, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48 Would God ask us to do something impossible? God commands and perfection of character we can attain with the Divine help. The promises are in Scripture.
Luke 14:26 “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.”  The word “hate” as used here does not mean hate in the modern sense as we understand it, this word hate is from the Greek word “miseo” which means to “love less.” Therefore if you love any human being more than Christ, you cannot be one of His disciples.
“And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.”  Luke 14:27 Following Jesus all the way involves a cross. Those who look for an easy cross-less religion will not be one of His disciples.
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”  Matthew 22:37. This was no new commandment for Jesus was quoting Deuteronmy 6:5.
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”  Matthew 22:39. Again, this was no new commandment for Jesus was quoting Leviticus 19:18.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, … Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”  Matthew 28:19, 20
Study the 4 gospels for there are many other commands such as forgiveness, foot washing, and how to treat others in or out of the church. Again, love is the foundation of every command. Why should we love Jesus and keep His commandments and be His disciples?
Because of LOVE. He knew us while we were still in the womb for He fashioned us there. He knew us while we chose rebellion and lived an ungodly sinful life. But Love drew us through His Holy Spirit. It was the love of God that did not want us to be lost. And so by God’s unified choice, the Creator of all the galaxies in the limitless universe said I cannot let you die the second death. 
It was the Creator’s choice to take your place and to die your second death. Isaiah 53:5 says, 
“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5
Romans 5:8 says, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  I read this from the pen of inspiration,
“The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word imparts power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and re-creates the soul in the image of God.”  {Education page 126.4}
Words and pictures are just not enough to describe the infinite LOVE that comes from Jesus our Creator and God our giving Father and by their omnipresent Holy Spirit draws all mankind to the source of love.
If you feel moved by God’s Spirit today and you want to express your love and renew your commitment to follow Jesus and take up the cross no matter what the cost for what lies ahead, and you want to, by way of your commitment, be ready WHEN Jesus comes again, than join me here, up front and let’s have prayer together.

Let us pray….  
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